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all could be justified, it would only "be wlien in direct
obedience to instincts, since these might perhaps be
accounted part of the spontaneous order of Nature;
but to do anything with forethought and purpose,
would be a violation of that perfect order. If the
artificial is not better than the natural, to what end are
all the arts of life ? To dig, to plough, to build, to
wear clothes, are direct infringements of the injunc-
tion to follow nature. - "

Accordingly it would be said by every one, even of
those most under the influence t>f the feelings which
prompt the injunction, that to apply it to such cases
as those just spoken of, would be to push it too far.
Everybody professes to approve and admire many
great triumphs of Art over Nature : the junction by
bridges of shores which Nature had made separate,
the draining of Nature's marshes, the excavation of
her' wells, the dragging to light of what she has
buried at immense depths in the earth; the turning
away of her thunderbolts by lightning rods, of her
inundations by embankments, of her ocean by break-
waters. But to commend these and similar feats, is
to acknowledge that the ways of Nature are to be
-conquered, not obeyed: that her powers are often
towards man in the position of enemies, from whom
he must wrest, by force and ingenuity, what little
he can for his own use, and deserves to be applauded
when that little is rather more than might be ex-